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Brighton Kemptown PPC 2010 Survey Responses 
 

Respondents:  Ben Duncan (Green), Simon Burgess (Labour) 

Non-respondents:  Juliet Williams (Lib-Dem) – did not reply, Simon Kirby (Conservative) – 

declined to answer questions – just sent overview of some national policies 

 

If elected would you: 

 

Carbon Emissions and Energy Use 

1. Support Brighton & Hove to become a low carbon city and to reduce carbon emissions 

by 42% by 2020 and 80% by 2050 below 1990 levels?   

Ben Duncan - Yes. I am cited to reducing carbon emissions – in a globally equitable 

fashion – to levels that the scientists are telling us would be likely to stabilise global 

temperature rises below two degrees. Currently this would mean that, here in the UK, 

we would need to reduce emissions by 65% by 2020 and 90% by 2030. I would 

support these targets, both nationally and here in Brighton and Hove. 

Simon Burgess - Yes 

 

2. Lobby Government for Local Carbon Budgets?  (A budget limiting the carbon an area 

can emit based on scientific advice and local circumstances, applied to all local 

authority areas and backed up by national government action and support) 

Ben Duncan - Yes – I think we need to take a target-driven approach to reducing 

emissions, and that’s true at a local as well as at a national level. As I councillor I have 

supported calls for the local authority to set targets for the city. 

Simon Burgess - Yes 

 

Transport 

3. Lobby Government to prioritise investment in walking, cycling and public transport 

rather than road building? 

Ben Duncan - Yes. If elected I’d seek to divert the £30bn currently earmarked for 

road-building schemes to provide investment in the alternatives you list. 

Simon Burgess - Yes 

 

4. Support the re-opening of the Uckfield – Lewes railway?  (This would benefit 

Brighton & Hove, for example, in allowing more people to visit using public 

transport) 

Ben Duncan - Yes – absolutely. 

Simon Burgess - Yes 

 

5. Lobby for a change in railway maintenance schedules so that Brighton & Hove has a 

7-day railway service?  (An important issue for a major tourist destination which has 

many thousands of people visiting at the weekends) 
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Ben Duncan - Yes – decisions about public transport delivery should be focused of 

passenger needs: it’s not just about getting people to and from work on time (though 

obviously that’s important too!) 

Simon Burgess - Yes 

 

Waste   

6. Lobby for a moratorium on Government funding for incineration? 

Ben Duncan - Yes – I think incineration is dirty, dangerous and unnecessary. It has no 

role to play in the UK’s waste management strategy – and I certainly don’t think it 

should be attracting Government support, financial or otherwise. 

Simon Burgess - Yes 

 

7. Lobby for Brighton & Hove to meet national recycling targets and encourage Brighton 

& Hove to become a beacon council for waste reduction, reuse, recycling and 

composting of food and garden waste? 

Ben Duncan - Yes – I believe Government should adopt a ‘zero waste strategy’ aimed 

at maximising reuse and recycling and minimising waste. Brighton and Hove should 

not only meet all national targets, it should exceed them and be a beacon in this whole 

area. 

Simon Burgess - Yes 

 

Biodiversity and Landscape 

8. Support Brighton & Hove’s bid to become an Urban Biosphere?  (An urban biosphere 

is an area of excellence for conservation and sustainable development, demonstrating 

how the conservation and enhancement of biodiversity can be reconciled with 

economic development.  It would mark out the city as an international leader while 

improving the quality of life for local residents.  It is a Council priority 

Ben Duncan - Yes – but it needs to be done in a way that involves all residents, not 

just the Council! 

Simon Burgess - Yes 

 

9. Lobby for adequate financial support from Government for the new South 

Downs National Park Authority? 

Ben Duncan - Yes 

Simon Burgess - Yes 

 

Open Ended Question 

10. What’s the most significant change you would like to see in Brighton & Hove to 

create a truly sustainable city and how would you help achieve this?   

Ben Duncan - Where to start! I reckon singling out one change that could make the 

biggest difference is sorting out the city’s transport – to really get things moving. That 

means making it easier and safer for cyclists and pedestrians, and improving public 

transport, expanding routes and bringing fares down dramatically: through re-

regulation of the city’s buses and renationalisation of the rail network, and serious 

investment in both. I’d make that argument at every turn and use any opportunity in 

parliament to introduce legislation to try to make that happen (either through a PMB, 

negotiation or any other means). 

Simon Burgess - A Rapid Transport System given full priority over cars, argue for 

funding and actively mobilise public support. 


