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Brighton Pavilion PPC 2010 Survey Responses 
 

Respondents:  Berni Millam (Liberal Democrat), Caroline Lucas (Green), Charlotte Vere 

(Conservative), Nancy Platts (Labour). 

 

If elected would you: 

 

Carbon Emissions and Energy Use 

1. Support Brighton & Hove to become a low carbon city and to reduce carbon emissions 

by 42% by 2020 and 80% by 2050 below 1990 levels?   

Berni Millam - Yes 

Caroline Lucas - Absolutely – and in fact I believe the city and the country should go 

even further. Green Party policy calls for the UK to achieve an 80-90% cut by 2030 – 

based on the latest scientific evidence, and our belief that global per capita emissions 

should be fairly shared. We are deeply disappointed by the failure of the Copenhagen 

negotiations; we believe that the successor agreement to Kyoto should adopt a 

framework along the lines of 'Contraction and Convergence' with greenhouse 

development rights. 

As Leader of the Green Party I have regularly addressed national marches for climate 

change action, and as Member of the European Parliament for the South East region, I 

have fought for real legislative action on GHG emissions, including tighter controls on 

aviation – which should be stripped of its £10bn annual UK subsidy. 

It is Green Party councillors who have fought for the City Council to adopt exactly the 

targets that Friends of the Earth are pushing for too. The Conservative administration 

resisted these requests repeatedly, only signing up to them belatedly as part of the 

Sustainable Community Strategy. 

As an MP I would work to support practical measures to reduce carbon emissions in 

Brighton and elsewhere; for example, through investing in energy efficiency and 

domestic insulation programmes, promoting the city as a hub for green industries and 

jobs, supporting growth in renewable energy technologies and making walking and 

cycling more attractive. 

Charlotte Vere - I would certainly support Brighton & Hove becoming a low carbon 

city and would be a strong voice nationally to encourage other parts of Britain to 

follow suit.  The Conservatives are committed to reducing emissions by 80% by 2050. 

Nancy Platts - Yes 

 

2. Lobby Government for Local Carbon Budgets?  (A budget limiting the carbon an area 

can emit based on scientific advice and local circumstances, applied to all local 

authority areas and backed up by national government action and support) 

Berni Millam - Yes  

Caroline Lucas - Yes – it is consistent with our long standing support for national 

carbon budgets, as part of the Climate Change Act. It seems appropriate to apply a 

similar principle at the local level. In Brighton and Hove, Green Party councillors have 
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been pressing the City Council to adopt annual targets for carbon reduction as 

advocated by Friends of the Earth. 

Charlotte Vere - I would support looking into Local Carbon Budgets however, my 

initial reaction is that they might be overly complex and too bureaucratic and costly to 

implement.  I believe we need to ensure that incentives are in place to encourage 

people to move to a low carbon future rather than over regulation which may have 

significant political backlash given current public uncertainty about AGW. 

Nancy Platts - Yes 

 

Transport 

3. Lobby Government to prioritise investment in walking, cycling and public transport 

rather than road building? 

Berni Millam - Yes  

Caroline Lucas - Yes this is a key priority for the Greens and our General Election 

manifesto contains a commitment to ensure that at least 10% of transport spending is 

on securing a shift to more active travel like walking and cycling. We also want to 

reallocate the £30 billion the Government has earmarked for road building over the 

next 10 years and spend it instead on investment in public transport over the 

Parliament. 

Charlotte Vere - We can and should invest in all forms of transport.  Cars per se are 

not the enemy, some people will always need personalised transport – but one of the 

main problems with cars are the emissions.  We need to incentivise all forms of 

transport to reduce emission, invest in technology to make that possible and also 

provide freedom of choice and flexibility by offering effective public transport and a 

safe environment for walking and cycling. 

Nancy Platts - Yes 

 

4. Support the re-opening of the Uckfield – Lewes railway?  (This would benefit 

Brighton & Hove, for example, in allowing more people to visit using public 

transport) 

Berni Millam - Yes  

Caroline Lucas - Yes I support the re-opening of this line and have met regularly with 

campaigners to lend my support. 

Charlotte Vere - I would support the reopening of the Uckfield – Lewes railway. 

Nancy Platts - Yes 

 

5. Lobby for a change in railway maintenance schedules so that Brighton & Hove has a 

7-day railway service?  (An important issue for a major tourist destination which has 

many thousands of people visiting at the weekends) 

Berni Millam - Yes  

Caroline Lucas - Absolutely – I travel a great deal by train including at the weekends 

and know how much services can be disrupted by maintenance. Other European 

countries do not suffer from this problem so I’d like to see the UK get it right and 

Brighton not suffering as a result of poor decisions. 

Charlotte Vere - As the only parliamentary candidate in Brighton Pavilion to have met 

First Capital Connect, I support an open and non-confrontational dialogue with our 

train operating companies and infrastructure providers.  A seven day service is 

essential and I will lobby very hard until we get it. 

Nancy Platts - Yes 
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Waste   

6. Lobby for a moratorium on Government funding for incineration? 

Berni Millam - Yes  

Caroline Lucas - This is something I have called for already and would continue to 

press for as an MP. I’d also oppose industry efforts to get incinerated waste classed as 

‘recycled’. 

Charlotte Vere - There is a role for energy from waste plants to handle certain refuse 

but it must not be at the expense of recycling.  Modern energy from waste facilities 

can perform a valuable service by reducing the need for landfill and providing energy 

from non-Carbon sources. 

Nancy Platts - Yes 

 

7. Lobby for Brighton & Hove to meet national recycling targets and encourage Brighton 

& Hove to become a beacon council for waste reduction, reuse, recycling and 

composting of food and garden waste? 

Berni Millam - Yes  

Caroline Lucas - Yes - in fact we'd like to exceed national targets aiming for zero waste 

Charlotte Vere - I will continue to add my voice to the mix with regards increasing 

current levels of recycling and composting. 

Nancy Platts - Yes 

 

Biodiversity and Landscape 

8. Support Brighton & Hove’s bid to become an Urban Biosphere?  (An urban biosphere 

is an area of excellence for conservation and sustainable development, demonstrating 

how the conservation and enhancement of biodiversity can be reconciled with 

economic development.  It would mark out the city as an international leader while 

improving the quality of life for local residents.  It is a Council priority 

Berni Millam - Yes  

Caroline Lucas - Yes and I’d want to make sure this leads to real legislative changes 

here, as well as real changes to management practices. These are needed to guarantee 

that biodiversity is at the heart of what we do - it should not simply be about a photo 

op and shiny new plaque. It is good to see that the long overdue Local Biodiversity 

Action Plan is now being produced but it must be done in a collaborative way, making 

use of the skills and expertise of local wildlife and 'Friends of...' groups. 

Charlotte Vere - I will certainly support this bid. 

Nancy Platts - Yes 

 

9. Lobby for adequate financial support from Government for the new South 

Downs National Park Authority? 

Berni Millam - Yes  

Caroline Lucas - Yes – the South Downs are loved and enjoyed by many Brighton 

residents and I’d like to see central government commit financially to their long term 

protection. 

Charlotte Vere - The South Downs are an area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  I was 

therefore very concerned when Cllr Keith Taylor, a Green Party councillor, stated that 

he would celebrate if a windfarm was built in the South Downs. I believe that there are 

other more appropriate places for a wind farm.  I will lobby for adequate financial 

support for the South Downs so that it can be enjoyed for generations. 

Nancy Platts - Yes 
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Open Ended Question 

10. What’s the most significant change you would like to see in Brighton & Hove to 

create a truly sustainable city and how would you help achieve this?   

Berni Millam - I am strongly opposed to nuclear power, so I would like to see a shift 

to greater use of natural energy sources - wind, sea, solar etc.  

Caroline Lucas - If I had to choose one thing it would be making Brighton and Hove a 

demonstration city for sustainable housing. Brighton and Hove is an ideal place for 

this: a huge mixture of housing ages and types (including many buildings of 

conservation status), much of its housing stock in poor quality, and significant issues 

of income inequality and fuel poverty. In addition, the benefits for the local economic 

base will be significant; broadening the city's economic base and providing much-

needed skilled jobs. In order to make this happen I would lobby for increased funding 

to domestic insulation and micro- and community-level renewable energy 

technologies, including district heating schemes, as well as work with local training 

providers to develop a new skill base in Brighton. 

Charlotte Vere - If elected as the Member of Parliament for Brighton Pavilion, I will 

work with the local council and community groups to encourage dialogue and reduce 

confrontation.  Sustainability is a goal for everyone and polarised opinions and 

aggression do not serve the common goal.  We need to work together to create the city 

we want, and we need to collaborate to achieve it. 

Nancy Platts - Better public transport options, cheaper fares, more buses and for 

significant extension of the bus timetable, promotion of car sharing schemes such as 

City car club and cheaper taxi fares to wean people off their cars, cheaper public 

transport fares, more cycle lanes, continuous and better sign-posted cycle lanes, 

promotion of walking, rapid transit bus system along the seafront to Shoreham and 

Worthing.  As a long-time member and former board member of the Campaign for 

Better Transport, I am fully committed to improving public transport and the 

promotion of walking and cycling.  I would like to see a significant reduction in car 

use and ownership to reduce congestion and to promote healthier lifestyles and 

improve air quality in Brighton.  If elected I will be campaigning for more government 

investment in public transport. 


