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Hove & Portslade PPC 2010 Survey Responses 
 

Respondents:  Celia Barlow (Labour), Ian Davey (Green), Mike Weatherley (Conservative), 

Paul Elgood (Liberal Democrat). 

 

If elected would you: 

 

Carbon Emissions and Energy Use 

1. Support Brighton & Hove to become a low carbon city and to reduce carbon emissions 

by 42% by 2020 and 80% by 2050 below 1990 levels?   

Celia Barlow - Yes 

Ian Davey - Absolutely although I would question whether 80% is enough. 

Mike Weatherley - Yes. It was the Conservative Administration that signed up to, and 

has been promoting across the city, the 10:10 campaign. This has shown a real 

commitment to their stated aim of making Brighton and Hove a 'Low Carbon City'. 

Paul Elgood - Yes 

 

2. Lobby Government for Local Carbon Budgets?  (A budget limiting the carbon an area 

can emit based on scientific advice and local circumstances, applied to all local 

authority areas and backed up by national government action and support) 

Celia Barlow - Yes 

Ian Davey - Yes – I also would call for individual carbon budgets and accounts. 

Mike Weatherley - Yes in principle. But there are many ways to reduce carbon in an 

area and supporting the principle does not mean support for blunt instruments. 

Paul Elgood - Yes 

 

Transport 

3. Lobby Government to prioritise investment in walking, cycling and public transport 

rather than road building? 

Celia Barlow - Yes 

Ian Davey - Yes – it is my personal no.1 priority 

Mike Weatherley - I believe in an integrated transport policy. All have their place and no one 

solution is correct for every instance. Road building is vital in the mix in certain 

circumstances. Let's not forget that Cyclists and electric vehicles will still require road space. 

Paul Elgood - Yes 

 

4. Support the re-opening of the Uckfield – Lewes railway?  (This would benefit Brighton 

& Hove, for example, in allowing more people to visit using public transport) 

Celia Barlow - Yes 

Ian Davey - Yes – I have already written to Lord Adonis and submitted a Notice of 

Motion to Brighton & Hove City Council calling for this. 

Mike Weatherley - Yes 

Paul Elgood - Yes 
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5. Lobby for a change in railway maintenance schedules so that Brighton & Hove has a 

7-day railway service?  (An important issue for a major tourist destination which has 

many thousands of people visiting at the weekends) 

Celia Barlow - Yes 

Ian Davey - Yes – the lack of weekend train provision is a major contributor to 

weekend congestion on the roads. 

Mike Weatherley - Getting our commuters to work is as important as weekend holiday 

makers. I could not support a blanket statement such as this without knowing the 

consequences regarding users at other times. 

Paul Elgood - Yes 

 

Waste   

6. Lobby for a moratorium on Government funding for incineration? 

Celia Barlow - I will continue dialogue with the Government to improve access and 

awareness of recycling and to make sure that our waste is disposed of in the most 

environmentally friendly way possible. 

Ian Davey - Yes - incineration is second only to landfill as the least desirable means to 

dispose of waste. 

Mike Weatherley - Statement is too wide. What about investment in R&D to provide 

'clean' incineration? Investment in R&D to provide 'clean' incineration could be a 

reasonable use of funding. And a moratorium can only be practical if there is a better 

alternative. There are no 'perfect' solutions to waste disposal - in the long term, 

encouraging the production of less is the only real solution. 

Paul Elgood - Yes 

 

7. Lobby for Brighton & Hove to meet national recycling targets and encourage Brighton 

& Hove to become a beacon council for waste reduction, reuse, recycling and 

composting of food and garden waste? 

Celia Barlow - Yes 

Ian Davey - Yes – we need to aim towards zero waste. 

Mike Weatherley - Yes 

Paul Elgood - Yes 

 

Biodiversity and Landscape 

8. Support Brighton & Hove’s bid to become an Urban Biosphere?  (An urban biosphere 

is an area of excellence for conservation and sustainable development, demonstrating 

how the conservation and enhancement of biodiversity can be reconciled with 

economic development.  It would mark out the city as an international leader while 

improving the quality of life for local residents.  It is a Council priority 

Celia Barlow - Yes 

Ian Davey - Yes – but only if it is supported by a commitment to introduce the 

appropriate policies to make it happen such as a Biodiversity Action plan and real 

commitment to work with groups throughout the city. 

Mike Weatherley - Yes. The Conservative Leader of the Council has made a pledge 

that an application will be made to UNESCO, in an attempt to have Brighton and 

Hove designated as the first Urban Biosphere. 

Paul Elgood - Yes 
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9. Lobby for adequate financial support from Government for the new South 

Downs National Park Authority? 

Celia Barlow - Yes 

Ian Davey - Yes – this is a major asset which can bring a tremendous boost to the city. 

Mike Weatherley - Yes 

Paul Elgood - Yes 

 

Open Ended Question 

10. What’s the most significant change you would like to see in Brighton & Hove to 

create a truly sustainable city and how would you help achieve this?   

Celia Barlow - I will continue dialogue with the Government to make sure that 

investment comes into Brighton and Hove to make our city a world leader in green 

industries and technologies. 

Ian Davey - I see the major challenge in Brighton & Hove to be around transport, 

particularly the dominance of traffic both in the city centre and other purely residential 

areas. My priorities to address the problem would be: 

a. Prioritise walking & cycling 

b. Ensure local school places are available for all children 

c. Introduce home zones  

d. Implement the long awaited Valley gardens project to create a city centre park 

e. Protect existing green spaces and introduce more ‘Green pockets’ particularly 

street trees. 

f. Policy wise I would call for the reregulation of busses and to bring the trains 

into public ownership 

Mike Weatherley - Brighton and Hove has been recognised as a potential 'SuperCity', 

largely because of a strong presence of Environmental Industries. In order to help 

obtain a critical mass of these companies, that must be part of a solution to the 

problem of climate change, I believe that we should put in place measures that will 

enable and support their growth. If we can all work together on this, then our city 

could become a beacon of sustainable living for others to follow. 

Paul Elgood - I am strongly opposed to nuclear power, so I would like to see a shift to 

greater use of natural energy sources - wind, sea, solar etc.  

 


