
	   	  	  

	  

The Intelligent Energy Tour comes to Brighton  

featuring Coldcut and Skrillex  

1st – 5th March 

“The youth of the world have got the most to lose and to gain from sorting this out. It’s down 
to you. It’s fun, it’s sexy and it’s happening.”– Matt Black, Coldcut 

 

Celebrate, inform, act. Energy Union is a pan-European campaign tour supported by the European 
Commission to promote Intelligent Energy in an innovative way.  

Energy Union has been seeking out the coolest cities and the best venues in Europe to reach out to 
young people with an impressive tour that combines education and music. Discussions will inform 
about energy efficiency and renewable energy while an Audiovisual show, DJs and VJs will provide 
entertainment. The mission is to illuminate, inform and animate; to think and act.  

After a successful tour in 2009 and 2010, with more than 20,000 visitors in 20 cities, The Energy 
Union Tour will visit Brighton for an impressive penultimate event. This will combine a daytime 
exhibition and discussion programme (‘Our City, Our Future’) from 1st – 5th March at the Jubilee 
Library in association with Friends of The Earth, as well a highly anticipated show at Coalition on 
the 5th March featuring Coldcut’s Matt Black (Ninja Tune)  and the awesome Skrillex on his 
European debut tour. 

Matt Black will be presenting an exclusive Coldcut audiovisual production in the form of a ground-
breaking piece of VJ cinema about Intelligent Energy. The music is ‘Journeys by DJ’ style : a 21st 
century montage of kicking sounds drawn from many genres, woven together by the acknowledged 
Grandmasters of the eclectic electric mash-up.	  Coldcut are pioneers of VJing and the audiovisual 
cutup, and Energy Union is their most ambitious AV production to date. 

This	  show	  is	  a	  hard-hitting call to action that is highly information dense, emotive, satirical, aggressive 
and uplifting; demonstrating	  once	  again	  that	  Coldcut	  still	  breaks	  boundaries.	  “I suppose some of us 
are like the early warning system in a tribe: we want to shout and make some noise and attract 
the other members of the tribe to the fact that there’s a danger that can damage us all.” 

The emerging, electronic visionary Skrillex will also be performing at Coalition on the 5th, with his 
awesome  dubstep/electro/glitch sounds. Skrillex is part of a new generation of artists that refuse to 
be restricted by preconceived notions or outside expectations. "I’ve listened to so much music for 
so long, it’s more about instinct than influence,” he explains about his sonic inspirations. 
"Coming up, I was into a lot of artists on the Warp record label like Autechre and Aphex Twin 
so SKRILLEX tracks are inclined to have more changes than most dance tracks.“ 

At the Policy Forum, ‘Our City, Our Future’, Brighton & Hove Friends of the Earth will be asking 
people what they feel should change or happen in the city to reduce the amount of energy we use and 
to minimise our impact on the environment. These ideas will then be used to steer a ‘Question Time’ 
style debate on Saturday 5 March at the Basement, Kensington st.  Brighton & Hove already has 
aspirations to become a Low-Carbon city but it needs greater ambition to achieve this, which this 
event will no doubt help to kick-start. 

 



	   	  	  

 

The forum will be chaired by Roger French OBE DL, MD of Brighton & Hove Buses and chair of the 
Brighton & Hove Strategic Partnership.  Panel guests confirmed so far include: Councillor Ayas Fallon 
Khan	   (Conservative)	   Cabinet	   Member	   for	   Enterprise,	   Employment	   &	   Major	   Projects	   and	   Lead	  
Councillor	   for	   Sustainability; Councillor Warren Morgan (Labour) and Councillor Paul Steedman 
(Green). Other members of the panel are likely to be one Student Union representative and a local 
sustainability champion (someone with a good knowledge of the issues and who lives locally). 

Energy Union Tour moves on to London for a free screening of the Coldcut Energy Union Film at 
University College, London at	   7pm	   on	   the	   8th	  March	  with	   a	   Q&A	   hosted	   by	   FoE	   	   EWNI	   (England	  
Wales	  and	  Northern	  Ireland),	  which	  will	  be	  followed	  by	  an	  after	  party	  at	  InSpiral	  Lounge,	  Camden.	  

http://www.energyunion.eu/en/tour	  

***END*** 

NOTE TO EDITORS: 

Elevate, the Austrian Festival for contemporary music, arts and political discourse has co-ordinated a network of 
event promoters for the 24 European tour stops to ensure this is as environmentally friendly as possible. For 
much of the tour in continental Europe, the crew has travelled by train. Most tour stops are organised in cities to 
reduce transport efforts of event visitors. Local organic food is offered and recycled materials are used. 

EREC - the European Renewable Energy Council joined Energy Union to contribute with their expertise on 
Intelligent Energy and to facilitate political lobby activities on EU – level. 

The overall organisers of Energy Union are WIP – Renewable Energies, from Munich, who have been serving 
the development and promotion of renewable energy for over 40 years 

Also present at Coalition and Jubilee Library will be GRIDIO: an interactive system that lets you 'play' 
audiovisual compositions - its the ultimate techno toy. Pressure-sensors on the grid-patterned floor detect 
movements of people within the installation and this triggers audiovisual clips. Video from the clips is mixed on 
big screens and sound through a loudspeaker system. GRIDIO is a giant human audiovisual sequencer built by 
Brightonart for Energy Union that lets you remix parts of the Coldcut Energy Union live show along with a bank of 
specially-produced media clips. See www.gridio.com for more info on the installation. 

Juggernaut and Energy Union present: 

Skrillex (Exclusive Debut European Tour) 

Coldcut’s Matt Black presenting the Energy Union AV film (Ninja Tune / UK) 
 

Price Limited Advance £8; £10 advance; more on the door 

5th March 2011, 11pm - 4am @ Coalition, 171-181 Kings Road Arches, Brighton 

 

For all press and PR enquiries, including interview requests, previews and reviews, please contact: 

Francesca Glover | fran@frankpromotion.com | 07717 532810 

For all event and tour enquiries, please contact: 

Mark Scarratt | mark@brightonart.co.uk | 07939 526669 

For enquiries relating to ‘Our City, Our Future’ and Friends of the Earth Brighton, please 
contact: 

Chris Todd | ecochris.todd@gmail.com | 07889 302229 

 


