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Mark Prior 

Head of Transport 

Brighton & Hove City Council 

Hove Town Hall 

Norton Road 

Hove 

BN3 3BQ 

 

Emailed to:  transport.planning@brighton-hove.gov.uk 

 

 

 2 October, 2013 

 

 

 

Dear Mark, 

 

20mph phase 2 consultation 

 

On behalf of Brighton & Hove Friends of the Earth (BHFOE) I would like to welcome the 

Council’s move to roll out more 20mph limited roads across the city.  This will help to reduce 

traffic speeds and encourage less aggressive driving, making it safer and more pleasant to walk 

and cycle and give people more choice as to how they get around the city.  A lower speed limit 

will help smooth traffic flow and if combined with more people being encouraged to leave 

their cars at home, this could reduce air pollution. 

 

Another important factor is that lower speed limits increase the likelihood of pedestrians or 

cyclists surviving any collisions and for any injuries to be less severe.  This can reduce 

accident and emergency costs.  In addition, a fitter society is a healthier society, reducing long 

term NHS costs and reducing employee absenteeism. 

 

BHFOE supports the widespread implementation of 20mph speed limits across the city as 

described in the Council’s phase 2 consultation.  However, BHFOE does not support 20mph 

speed limits on all roads as it is concerned about the impact particularly on evening and early 

morning bus services and taxi journeys.  Making some roads 20mph, which have considerable 

lengths of bus routes on them, could increase journey times and reduce frequencies, making 

them less attractive to use.  This could perversely push more people back into cars or further 

isolate those in outlying estates who are dependent on bus services.  Either of these impacts 

would be unwelcome. 

 

Therefore, BHFOE would like to see the following roads remain at 30mph (bus services listed 

in brackets): 
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 Portland Road (2, 2A, 7, 25, 46, 49) 

 Shirley Drive (81, 81C) 

 Surrenden Road (5B, 55) 

 Braybon Avenue (5B, 55) 

 Carden Avenue (its whole length) (5, 5B, 26, 46, 55, 56) 

 Winfield Avenue (5, 56) 

 Crowhurst Road (5B, 24, 26, 55, 56) 

 Carden Hill (north of Keymer Road) (26, 46, 56) 

 Eastern Road (1, 1A, 2, 2A, 7, 14C, 23, 37, 37A, 37B, 40X, 52, 270) 

 Arundel Road north of Eastern Road (1, 1A, 2, 2A, 7, 14C, 23, 37, 37A, 37B, 40X, 52, 

270) 

 Whitehawk Way (except between Whitehawk Road and Piltdown Road which should 

become 20mph) (1, 1A, 21, 84) 

 Roedean Road (7, 23, 47, 52, 57) 

 

However, having said that, BHFOE would like to see parts of some roads proposed to remain 

at 30mph reduced to 20mph.  These are roads where it doesn’t make sense to have a 30mph 

limit and these are: 

 

 Ditchling Road – this should be reduced to 20mph until Fiveways which would form a 

better gateway.  Currently the 20mph limit stops at the petrol station over the railway 

line.  Just beyond here are two schools, Downs Infants and Downs Junior, either side of 

the road and pedestrian movements can be very heavy here, while the road is not that 

wide.  There can be little logic in sticking with the current 20mph limit boundary and 

excluding these two schools. 

 

 Freshfield Road / Upper Bedford St / Bedford St – south of Manor Hill / Firle Road 

these roads should be reduced to 20mph.  This is a residential street and particularly at 

the southern end the roads are quite narrow and not really suited to 30mph.  It needs to 

be crossed on the way to school by children at St Lukes, Queens Park, Carlton Hill, 

Royal Spa Nursery and potentially Brighton College.  Also, near the bottom of 

Freshfield Road there is already a raised crossing point, making it less suitable for a 

30mph limit.   

 

 Preston Road – the 20mph limit should end just north of the Zebra crossing by the 

southern end of Preston Park.  This would then create a proper gateway with the 20mph 

limit starting at the same place for southbound traffic.  This section of Preston Road is 

very busy with a bus stop and crossing traffic (Springfield Rd / Dyke Rd Drive) with 

poor visibility.  It would be better to encourage traffic to drive more slowly through this 

section. 

 

BHFOE also would also support the 20mph speed limit on other roads highlighted for specific 

comment, not mentioned above.  In particular, it supports a 20mph speed limit on the 

following: 

 

 Peacock Lane – this road is already quite narrow. 

 

 Hollingdean Road – this road is quite busy with pedestrians and motor vehicles, given 

the nearby Sainsbury’s and Industrial Estates and waste depot.  It is also fairly narrow 
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in places and would benefit from a 20mph limit over what is quite a short section of 

road. 

 

 Bear Road (south of Bevendean Rd) – this is quite a steep and narrow hill and would 

benefit from slower speeds, especially for vehicles coming down the hill. 

 

Finally, one road not included in this phase and unlikely to be included in any other, but is in 

need of a speed reduction, is Mill Road (on the northern edge of the Dyke Road East 

neighbourhood).  This is a road which currently has a 60mph speed limit which makes it quite 

dangerous and off-putting for people trying to access the South Downs National Park.  The 

speed limit here needs to be reduced to 40mph and should be done alongside these other speed 

limit reductions. 

 

Similarly, it is unclear as to whether Madeira Drive and Dukes Mound will be included in the 

20mph speed limit.  They should be given the large number of pedestrians that use this area. 

If you have any questions about what we have said, please do not hesitate to get in touch. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
 

Chris Todd 

 

Planning & Transport Campaigner 

  

 


