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Name Political Party Will you oppose new fossil fuels by immediately 
seeking to introduce a moratorium on fracking and 
phasing out coal by 2023? 

Will you support a target for almost entirely 
carbon free electricity generation by 2030, 
delivered by at least 75% renewables? 

Do you back every school in the UK to be able to 
run on solar power within the next 3 years, by 
freeing them to invest in solar and by removing 
barriers to the installation process? 

Simon Kirby Conservative Skipped  
 
This question combines two issues in an unhelpful 
way. I have made my views clear on fracking here 
http://www.simonkirby.org/fracking. The use of 
fossil fuels needs to be sensibly managed and 
related carbon offsets are an important issue. 

Skipped  
 
Again this question confuses two issues. The 
Coalition has worked to de-carbonsie the 
economy and I have consistently supported 
this. I believe it is impossible to define future 
renewable targets as the infrastructure to 
achieve this is a long way from being in 
service. Trying to predict the precise mix of 
energy supplies in 15 years time is very 
difficult as predictions of energy demand are 
often flawed. 

Skipped  
 
Solar is a success story in the UK. Since 2010, 
hundreds of schools up and down the country and 
half million homes have chosen to install solar 
technology. The Government is committed to 
meeting 15 per cent of the UK's energy demands 
from renewable sources by 2020 and solar energy 
will play a central role. Ministers published the 
UK's first Solar Strategy which sets out the 
ambition to see solar rolled out more widely 
across the country. I support efforts to shift the 
focus of solar energy onto our south facing 
rooftops, including schools. 

Nancy Platts Labour Yes 
 
Support moratorium on fracking and reduction in 
use of fossil fuels. Would like to know more about 
2023 deadline. Please send more info 

Yes 
 
In principle but I would like to know more 
about this could be achieved. 

Yes 
 
In principle but I would like to know more about 
this could be achieved. 

Paul Chandler Liberal Democrat No 
 
LIbDems take environmental concerns about 
fracking very seriously. In government we’ve 
ensured appropriate safeguards on water pollution, 
methane gas emissions, monitoring of seismic 
activity and protection of the local environment are 
in place. 

Yes Yes 

Davy Jones Green Yes Yes Yes 

Jacqueline 
Shodeke 

The Socialist Party of 
Great Britain 

I am afraid that I am unable to answer your specific 
questions (except the last one) as we are not 
running that sort of election campaign ("Vote for Me 
and I promise to do something for you"). I am 
standing solely on the basis of seeking to replace the 
present, capitalist system of minority ownership and 
production for profit by a new world system based 
on the Earth's resources being commonly owned 
and used to produce to satisfy people's needs while 

Skipped Skipped 
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respecting ecological balances. I am sure some of 
the things you propose would be sensible within 
such a framework but are unlikely to be adopted 
under capitalism because of commercial 
considerations and vested business interests. 

Matt Taylor The Moai King 
William Party 

Yes 
 
I support Moai Tidal Energy. Tidal turbines tethered 
to the bottom of the sea, producing bulk free 
energy. 

Yes Yes 

Name Party Will you tackle cold homes by pressing for the 
insulation, on average, of 1 million homes per year 
up to 2020 of which half are low-income homes? 

Will you promote a Nature Act to set out a 25 
year national plan for nature’s recovery and 
commit to strengthening the National 
Pollinator Strategy and extending the ban on 
neonicotinoid pesticides? 

Will you protect the freedom to campaign by 
immediately pushing for the repeal of the 2014 
Lobbying Act “Gagging Law”? 

Simon Kirby Conservative Skipped  
 
No one should have to suffer in cold homes. First, let 
me say that I strongly welcome the fact that fewer 
households are in fuel poverty in England compared 
with 2010. A new target will ensure that fuel poor 
households attain a certain standard of energy 
efficiency in their home. It is good news that energy 
bills are falling and all the major suppliers are now 
passing on the savings from lower global wholesale 
prices. The Government has already taken £50 off 
the average energy bill by reducing the green levies 
placed on household bills and it will continue to 
meet with the big firms to make sure that 
hardworking households are getting a fair deal. Cold 
Weather Payments have been increased from £8.50 
to £25 to help vulnerable people during periods of 
severe weather and Winter Fuel Payments have 
been maintained supporting over 12 million older 
people across the UK. The Government's Warm 
Home Discount scheme will help around two million 
low income and vulnerable households with their 
energy costs by giving a £140 discount on electricity 
bills. Energy efficiency plays a vital role in this task 
and the Green Deal offers households upfront 
finance to make energy efficiency improvements, 

Skipped  
 
The Government's vision for sustainable 
development, launched in February 2011, 
made clear that it must be 'central to the way 
we make policy, run our buildings and 
purchase goods and services'. For the first 
time all departmental business plans include 
actions that contribute to sustainable 
development, and tools and capabilities in this 
area are being embedded right across the 
Government. At the General Election I will be 
standing on my party's manifesto, but I believe 
the progress the Government has made shows 
our commitment to protecting and promoting 
our natural environment for the present and 
for the future. I entirely agree with you that 
bees and other pollinators play a vital role in 
the security of our food supply and the quality 
of our natural environment. I welcome the 
work the Government has done over the last 
few years to understand and protect them, 
most recently through the National Pollinator 
Strategy. I have been assured that the 
Government is keeping evidence on 
neonicotinoids under close, open-minded 

Skipped  
 
The Transparency of Lobbying, Non-Party 
Campaigning and Trade Union Administration Act 
will bring greater transparency to politics and how 
third parties interact with the political system. 
Charities and other campaigning organisations 
play a vital role in the democratic process and this 
has always been, and will continue to be, fully 
recognised. Limiting campaign spending during an 
election will help the UK avoid the situation we 
see in other countries, where unregulated 
spending by vested interests means that it might 
not always be the best candidate who wins an 
election, but the one with the richest supporters. 
It is now up to the Electoral Commission to help all 
non-party campaigners comply with the rules. 
They have been working with the Charity 
Commission and other regulators on guidance and 
advice specifically for charities to help them plan 
their activities. I believe the Lobbying Act brought 
the law on lobbying up to date and I do not see 
any need to repeal it. 
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paid for by energy bill savings. In addition, over 
750,000 households have already benefitted under 
the Energy Company Obligation which targets 
vulnerable households and hard-to-treat homes. I 
would need to see the precise details of this 
proposal before commenting further. 

scrutiny and will restrict their usage if the 
evidence shows the need. However, like a 
number of other EU governments it does not 
consider that the scientific evidence supports 
the recent Europe-wide restrictions. 

Nancy Platts Labour Yes Yes 
 
I am a long term supporter of your bee 
campaign 

Yes 
 
Labour has committed to repealing the Gagging 
Law 

Paul Chandler Liberal Democrat Yes Yes 
 
Need to see the proposed act. Agree inn 
principle. 

Yes 

Davy Jones Green Yes Yes Yes 

Jacqueline 
Shodeke 

The Socialist Party of 
Great Britain 

Skipped Skipped Skipped 

Matt Taylor The Moai King 
William Party 

Yes Yes Yes 

Name Party Will you lobby Government to prioritise investment 
in walking, cycling and public transport rather than 
road building? 
 

Will you campaign for the re-opening of the 
Uckfield – Lewes railway (this will provide an 
alternative link to London and allow for more 
people to travel into Brighton by train)? 

Will you campaign for a change in railway 

maintenance schedules so that Brighton & Hove 

has a 7-day railway service? (As a major tourist 

destination the city has many thousands of people 

visiting at the weekends and bank holidays, yet 

often at these times trains don't run due to track 

closures) 

Simon Kirby Conservative Skipped  

 There needs to be a balance between all modes of 
transport so that people have choice. Absolutism in 
transport planning is not a policy I could support. 

 

Yes 
 
I have been campaigning for this for many 
years. I am fully supportive of re-opening the 
Lewes-Uckfield railway. 

Skipped  
 
I have held frequent meetings with the train 
operating companies and Network Rail seeking a 
better rail service on a range of issues for my 
constituents. Maintenance has been an area I 
often mentioned and will continue to do so. An 
improved rail service would benefit residents and 
visitors alike. 

Nancy Platts Labour Yes 
 
including public ownership of the railway to reduce 
fares and increase use 

Yes 
 
if this is the best way to achieve this. 

Don’t Know 
 
I would need more information about how 
maintenance could be undertaken in such a way 
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as to cause less disruption and to increase use of 
public transport. 

Paul Chandler Liberal Democrat Yes Yes No 

Davy Jones Green Yes Yes Yes 

Jacqueline 
Shodeke 

The Socialist Party of 
Great Britain 

Skipped Skipped Skipped 

Matt Taylor The Moai King 
William Party 

Yes Yes Yes 

Name Party Will you lobby for reform of the planning system by 
giving local planning authorities greater powers to 
ensure that new housing is focussed primarily on 
brownfield sites and that when greenfield land is 
released developers cannot just build whatever they 
want? (The current planning system does not allow 
for proper strategic planning and has resulted in too 
many sprawling low density out of town 
developments) 

Would you reverse the cuts to National Park 

funding, which is jeopardising their future, 

recognising the tremendous value of National 

Parks? (National Park expenditure in England 

equates to less than £1 per year per head of 

population) 

Do you support the equalisation of VAT rates for 
new build and renovation? (Currently, new build is 
zero rated for VAT, while renovation has VAT 
charged at 20%. This is encouraging developers to 
create more waste by demolishing old buildings 
rather than renovating them as well as being 
unfair for people making their homes more energy 
efficient.) 

Simon Kirby Conservative Skipped  
 
The question is not correct. The key to local planning 
now is localism. However, it is therefore incumbent 
on local authorities to create a new local plan that 
makes clear where development can take place. I 
support the NPPF and I believe in developing 
brownfield and city centre sites as well as areas of 
land such as Shoreham Harbour with appropriate 
development long before urban fringe and village 
areas are considered for development. I have 
consistently opposed inappropriate development 
and will continue to do so. 

Skipped  
 
I value our National Parks enormously. Their 
role in British national life cannot be 
overstated. Over 50 per cent of people in 
England live within one hour of a National 
Park; they attract over 90 million visitors a 
year, and a quarter of the land they cover is 
designated as Sites of Special Scientific 
Interest. These landscapes, which inspired 
Turner and Wordsworth, are not only 
beautiful and historic parts of our countryside: 
they are integral to tourism, the economy, 
health and wellbeing. Each year they 
contribute more than £10.4 billion to the 
economy through the economic activity in 
their boundaries. Since 2010, all Government 
departments have made savings and played 
their part in reducing the deficit. That means 
tough decisions have been taken about where 
to spend money and National Park authorities 
have contributed appropriately. Despite this, 
in recent years I am pleased that as Defra's 
overall budget has fallen, it has been possible 

Yes 
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to minimize the impact on England's National 
Parks. 

Nancy Platts Labour Yes 
 
Labour's policy is brownfield first and to increase the 
power of local communities over planning decisions 

Don’t Know 
 
These cuts are causing damage to our rural 
economy and I would lobby for National Parks 
to be properly funded. 

Yes 
 
 would like more information on the barriers to 
achieving this. 

Paul Chandler Liberal Democrat Yes Don’t Know 
 
HAve to see a detailed case for any specific 
instance. 

Yes 

Davy Jones Green Yes Yes Yes 

Jacqueline 
Shodeke 

The Socialist Party of 
Great Britain 

Skipped Skipped Skipped 

Matt Taylor The Moai King 
William Party 

Yes 
 
I support Michael Reynold's Earthship housing 
designs, which means homes can be built on Green-
belt land. 

Yes Yes 

Name Party Will you recognise that public power and decision 
making should not be handed over to undemocratic 
and unrepresentative private business interests, and 
therefore seek the abolishment of Local Enterprise 
Partnerships? 

What is the most significant change you would like to see in Brighton & Hove to create a truly 
sustainable city and how would you help achieve this? 

Simon Kirby Conservative Skipped  
 
LEPs have the potential to massively improve the 
economic well-being of their areas. Bureaucratic 
structures do not create jobs, they stifle innovation. 

The creation of a City Plan would be a start and a clear statement from the Council that precious 
green spaces are not appropriate for development. Allowing traffic to flow freely through the city to 
reduce pollution would also be important. Ensuring there is a choice in transport provision. Raising 
recycling rates which have gone down significantly in the last few years under the Green-led Council 

Nancy Platts Labour Don’t Know 
 
If this is the best way to achieve a transparent and 
publicly accountable body with a strong community 
voice. 

Retrofitting of homes to reduce carbon emissions and tackle fuel poverty 

Paul Chandler Liberal Democrat No 
 
This is a loaded question! I never used to beat my 
wife. 

Continue to encourage low scale PV electricity generation. 

Davy Jones Green Yes Skipped 
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Jacqueline 
Shodeke 

The Socialist Party of 
Great Britain 

Skipped The replacement of capitalism by a world of common ownership, democratic control, production for 
use not profit, and free access to what has been produced in accordance with the principle "from 
each their ability, to each their needs". Until we have that nature and the environment will always 
be under threat from the economic forces of capitalism and any progress will amount to having to 
run fast to stand still, if not slip back. 

Matt Taylor The Moai King 
William Party 

Yes To adopt Michael Reynold style Earthships and to adopt tidal energy to replace fracking. 

 


