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Name Political Party Will you oppose new fossil fuels by immediately 
seeking to introduce a moratorium on fracking and 
phasing out coal by 2023? 

Will you support a target for almost entirely 
carbon free electricity generation by 2030, 
delivered by at least 75% renewables? 

Do you back every school in the UK to be able to 
run on solar power within the next 3 years, by 
freeing them to invest in solar and by removing 
barriers to the installation process? 

Purna Sen Labour Skipped 
 
I have signed the Greenpeace promise about 
fracking. I am fully in support of the Brighton and 
Hove council motion, supported by Labour 
councillors that last year successfully called for the 
city to be a ‘frack-free zone’ and I hope that other 
councils will follow this lead. I am very concerned by 
the Coalition Government’s announcements about 
what seems to be a new ‘dash for gas’ that is 
heedless of the consequences. The government 
seems to have neither safety concerns for citizens 
nor serious intent to reduce carbon emissions. We 
just don't know if it is possible to use hydraulic 
fracturing without lasting risk to the local 
environment. Equally worrying, increased use of gas 
will obviously make it even more unlikely that we 
will meet our current carbon emissions targets thus 
increasing still further the risk of calamitous and 
irreversible global climate change. I believe a great 
deal remains to be done to support the 
development of safe, clean, renewable sources of 
energy such as wind and tide for both of which UK 
scientists and companies have pioneered the 
necessary technology. I want to see greater 
incentives and initiatives to encourage energy 
efficiency; any new home-building should 
incorporate much higher inbuilt energy and water 
conservation. The last Labour government led 
internationally with the introduction of the Climate 
Change Act and an independent Climate Change 
Commission to advise on policy. If elected on May 
7th the next Labour government would make 
planning for a low carbon future central to policy, 
ending the current uncertainty which deters 
investors and adversely affects development. I 
believe this is essential if the UK is to play its part in 

Yes 
 
 

Yes 
 
The sort of initiative you recommend is of course 
desirable. But to deliver it there would need to be 
major reform of the education sector so as to be 
able to progress coherence in action across what 
is currently a fragmented landscape. We would 
need to have, for example, state, free and private 
schools all under a coherent planning and energy 
framework. Labour’s plans to, and potential to 
deliver, on strategic, democratic control of 
education would provide a good basis for this 
proposal to be made real. 
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avoiding calamitous and irreversible climate change. 
While other political parties might wish for action it 
is only a Labour government which will take the 
action which is needed. Of course I want to see a 
reduction in the use of coal. I would be interested in 
hearing FoEs proposals for dealing with the social 
impacts of closing the industry in the next eight 
years. 

Chris Bowers Liberal Democrat Don’t Know 
 
I personally wish to see a phase-out timetable for 
coal (as well as pricing to deter high-carbon sources 
of fuel, such as tar sands and oil shale) and no 
fracking. My party is committed to a future in which 
renewables are the dominant energy source. But as 
it's possible we will need some fossil fuels as a 
'bridge' to a renewables-dominated future, I can't 
promise I could back a moratorium on fracking. And 
as I don't want to make a promise I can't keep, I've 
ticked 'Don't know'. 

Yes Yes 
 
The technological advances in solar power over 
recent years have been fantastic, so there ought 
to be no excuse for failing to power schools from 
the sun, although three years may be a little tight 
as a deadline. 

Caroline Lucas Green Yes 
 
Firstly, on fracking, the UN's latest comprehensive 
report on climate change make it clearer than ever 
that the vast majority of existing fossil reserves need 
to stay underground. Exploiting new sources of fossil 
fuel such as shale gas will fatally undermine efforts 
to avoid the worst impacts of climate change. That 
makes a very strong case for a ban on fracking, in 
addition to many other legitimate public concerns 
about the wider health and environmental risks, 
which some politicians have casually dismissed. It’s 
clear from my inbox that many Brighton residents 
are strongly opposed to fracking. That’s why I’ve 
been consistently calling for a ban on drilling for 
shale gas and a rapid transition away from fossil 
fuels towards clean renewable sources of heat and 
power. I was a top sponsor of several amendments 
to the recent Infrastructure Bill, including one to 
introduce a moratorium on fracking, as a step in the 
right direction. The bottom line is, if we’re serious 

Yes 
 
A decarbonisation target, in law, to ensure 
clean electricity by 2030 at the very latest is 
crucially important. I was one of the top three 
sponsors of a cross party amendment that 
sought to introduce such a clean power target 
into the Energy Bill during the course of this 
Parliament. But a 2030 decarbonisation target 
alone is not enough. We need well-designed 
policies to ensure that it’s delivered - and I 
strongly agree that should be through 
renewable generation. Some studies show 
that going even further than 75% renewables 
is possible, for example WWF found we could 
have 80 – 100% renewable electricity, 
especially if we invest in better 
interconnections with Europe. Unlike the big 
three parties, I pushed for the UK to support a 
binding renewable energy target for 2030, 
which would have been better for job creation 

Yes 
 
I’ve been working hard to support Schools Run on 
Sun and other similar campaigns, which seek to 
ensure all schools can generate their own power 
from solar panels. As part of that, I’ve written to 
the Treasury to urge them to change the rules so 
that schools can borrow to install solar PV. At the 
moment, schools can borrow for energy efficiency 
measures but not solar. That doesn’t make any 
sense. Solar power is more popular than ever and 
can help schools make big savings on their energy 
bills. The government’s own research shows 85% 
of people support solar – with only 5% opposed. 
It’s the most popular energy technology in the UK. 
Solar PV is a way for individuals, communities and 
businesses to generate their own clean power – 
reducing dependence on the big six energy 
companies and cutting energy bills. Brighton is 
leading the way, with schools switching to solar 
power and Brighton Energy Cooperative raising 
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about tackling climate change, the only safe and 
responsible thing to do with shale gas is to leave it in 
the ground. Secondly, on coal, which is the most 
polluting way of generating power and must be 
rapidly phased out. To have credibility on climate 
change, the next Government must call time on 
coal. It’s a scandal that, in December, the Coalition 
handed out over £293 million of public subsidies to 
dirty coal fired power stations, with barely a peep 
from the Official Opposition. Recent analysis from 
E3G found the UK could be coal-free as early as 
2021 without disruption to security of supply. Delay 
seems hard to justify on both climate and health 
grounds, with air pollution from coal estimated to 
cause around 1,600 premature deaths a year in the 
UK alone. Additionally, coal mining itself can be 
hugely destructive to the local environment, wildlife 
and to nearby communities. As we approach the 
crucial Paris climate summit in December, its action 
not just words that count. If the UK is serious about 
persuading other countries to back a strong global 
climate agreement, we need to do much more 
ourselves to get off fossil fuels and increase clean 
renewable energy generation. 

and energy security as well as meeting the 
overall decarbonisation target. I also want to 
see a target for community-owned energy 
alongside strong policies to make the most of 
the huge potential of home-grown renewables 
in the UK more generally. Earlier this year, the 
Coalition Government, with support from the 
Official Opposition, introduced a new duty to 
maximise oil and gas exploitation, at the very 
time we should be moving away from fossil 
fuels. Instead, I argued that this should be 
replaced with a new duty to maximise 
sustainable energy generation from the UK’s 
wind, wave, solar, tidal and other renewable 
sources. 

funds for large PV systems across our city. I’ve 
been calling for policy changes at Westminster 
level to make it easier for such schemes to flourish 
and to support the many solar SMEs that exist in 
the South East. The Government should be doing 
all it can to support solar power at all scales – not 
making it more difficult. Yet this is exactly what 
Coalition Ministers have been doing. I’ve also been 
lobbying the Department for Energy and Climate 
Change and the Treasury to help prevent 
unjustified and harmful cuts to solar subsidies and 
to put in place an ambitious long term strategy for 
the solar power sector to maximise investment 
and jobs. The employment and economic benefits 
of solar are huge and the goal of subsidy-free solar 
is in sight. 

Nick Yeomans Independent No 
 
The first priority of any government is to protect 
national security, and energy independence is key to 
this. UK is dangerously reliant on unstable regimes 
for energy, so fracking must go ahead. I will 
campaign for £3 billion QE funding to invest in 
energy independence. Carbon capture could create 
100,000 jobs by 2030, and would be used for coal 
mines and coal fired power stations. 

Yes 
 
I believe this is achievable through renewable, 
nuclear and clean burn coal technology 

Don’t Know 
 
I am all in favour of renewable energy for public 
utilities, but I think the timescale is unrealistic. By 
investing in clean burn coal, schools will still use 
electricity in a sustainable way. 

Howard Pilott Socialist Party of 
Great Britain 

Yes 
 

Yes Yes 

Name Party Will you tackle cold homes by pressing for the 
insulation, on average, of 1 million homes per year 
up to 2020 of which half are low-income homes? 

Will you promote a Nature Act to set out a 25 
year national plan for nature’s recovery and 
commit to strengthening the National 
Pollinator Strategy and extending the ban on 
neonicotinoid pesticides? 

Will you protect the freedom to campaign by 
immediately pushing for the repeal of the 2014 
Lobbying Act “Gagging Law”? 
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Purna Sen Labour Yes 
 
Labour has committed to insulating 5 million homes 
over the next ten years. I believe that this should 
particularly benefit low income households which 
must, in my view, be a priority. 

Skipped 
 
You will be aware of the action taken by the 
last Labour government on environmental 
protection and in particular the protection of 
our countryside and wildlife. I am sure that 
many members of FoE remember the role of 
the former Brighton Pavilion MP, David 
Lepper, in shaping many of those policies, 
including CROW. I would certainly be 
interested in hearing more about FoEs 
proposed 25 year national plan for nature’s 
recovery. I do believe there is a need to 
strengthen the national pollinator strategy. 
How that should be done must be based on 
the most reliable and recent research. I am 
aware that the University of Sussex has been 
involved in researching this important issue. 

Yes 
 
I have worked or been associated with the 
voluntary sector for many years. The role of the 
sector in informing and advocating change is 
crucial and has been sorely undermined by this 
dreadful law. Repealing it has been a commitment 
of the Labour Party for over a year. I hope we can 
return a Labour government, it is the only way to 
ensure that repeal happens. 

Chris Bowers Liberal Democrat Yes 
 
And it's one of the 'five Green Laws' in the Lib Dem 
manifesto that makes up our environmental 
commitments. 

Yes 
 
And it's another of the 'five Green Laws' in the 
Lib Dem manifesto that makes up our 
environmental commitments. 

Don’t Know 
 
I think I would but I'd have to take advice before 
being able to commit to push for this. Sorry to 
dodge the question, but we Lib Dems have to be 
careful what we promise! 

Caroline Lucas Green Yes 
 
I agree that a scale insulation programme, 
prioritising households on low incomes, is the best 
way to ensure a lasting solution to cold homes 
across the UK. A nation-wide programme to make all 
homes super energy efficient should be at the top of 
the Government’s infrastructure investment 
priorities. I’ve been making the case for that as an 
official Parliamentary champion of the Energy 
Revolution Bill campaign – a huge coalition of 
environmental groups, consumer organisations, 
children’s and old people’s charities, unions and 
businesses. Targets for improving home energy 
efficiency and ending fuel poverty are meaningless 
without adequate funding to ensure they are 
delivered. That’s why I’ve been calling for carbon 

Yes 
 
Greens committed to a Nature and Wellbeing 
Act at our party conference in September 
2014. I’ll push for a Nature Act to be at the 
heart of the legislative agenda of next 
Government. This Act should include long 
terms nature-recovery targets; a powerful 
Natural Capital Committee, Office for 
Environmental Responsibility or similar body 
to hold all departments to account; the 
creation of a nation-wide network of 
ecological areas on land and at sea; and an 
amendment to Section 78 of the Education Act 
to include care for the natural environment in 
the curriculum. Bees play an essential role in 
our ecosystem, pollinating plants and crops 

Yes 
 
The Greens are committed to the rapid repeal of 
the Lobbying Act. This contemptible piece of 
legislation shuts down democratic participation 
and supresses legitimate campaigning whilst doing 
very little to expose or curtail the murky world of 
corporate lobbying. At the earliest opportunity in 
the House of Commons, I co-sponsored what’s 
called a ‘reasoned amendment’ to reject the Bill 
completely. I hosted meetings with 
representatives of Unite, Hope not Hate, 
environmental campaigners and other affected 
organisations in Parliament to boost the campaign 
against this legislation and take forward their 
concerns and those of Brighton residents. With 
disillusionment in politics at a worrying high, 
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taxes to be recycled into such a programme, or for 
some of the UK’s multibillion pound infrastructure 
budget to be directed into tackling the cold homes 
crisis. As co-chair of the all-party group on Fuel 
Poverty and Energy Efficiency, I also called for a 
particular focus on the private rented sector, which 
forms a particularly large proportion of the housing 
supply in Brighton. That needs to continue in the 
next Parliament, alongside wider policies to tackle 
high rents and unaffordable homes. 

and massively enriching our natural world. 
Declining numbers are a huge threat to UK 
agriculture, with a report by the University of 
Reading estimating it could cost as much as 
£1.8bn a year to replace the free pollination 
service that bees provide, since farmers would 
need to collect pollen and distribute it by 
hand. I've worked hard in Westminster to 
highlight this unacceptable risk to our 
pollinators – and to press for immediate ban 
on the use of neonicotinoid pesticides. It’s 
thanks to the passion and persistence of 
campaigners in Brighton and elsewhere that 
the Government eventually agreed to publish 
a pollinator strategy. As well as a ban on 
neonicotinoids, we need to strengthen this 
strategy to properly protect bees and other 
pollinators by including habitat creation, 
relying less on just voluntary action, and doing 
more to assist farmers to reduce pesticide use. 
Another priority of the next government must 
be to defend the EU birds and habitats 
directives. These are the backbone of nature 
conservation legislation in the UK and across 
Europe. The fundamental principle that one 
country should not gain economic advantage 
by trashing crucial natural habitats is more 
important today than ever. One of the lessons 
of the last five years is that we can’t leave it to 
DEFRA to protect wildlife and green spaces. 
Take road building or the relentless weakening 
of the planning system. Nature should be 
central to decision making and delivery in 
other departments too – especially the 
Treasury, the Department for Business 
Innovation and Skills, Transport, and Planning. 
That means changing the machinery of 
government to ensure that happens. We can’t 
afford to have another Environment 
Department – nor indeed a government – that 
doesn’t understand the fundamentals: that 

politicians should be doing all they can to 
encourage individuals and civil society 
organisations to take part in the democratic 
process, not shut out legitimate voices. Despite 
some hard-won and welcome concessions, the 
Lobbying Act remains a chilling assault on our 
democratic traditions and must go. 
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the crisis of nature is a crisis for people and 
our economy too, because the natural 
environment is the foundation of our life 
support systems and livelihoods. 

Nick Yeomans Independent Yes 
 
This is part of my £3 billion QE programme of energy 
investment 

Yes Yes 

Howard Pilott Socialist Party of 
Great Britain 

Yes Don’t Know 
 
as someone opposed to the Westminster 
charade this isn't really appropriate to us 

Yes 

Name Party Will you lobby Government to prioritise investment 
in walking, cycling and public transport rather than 
road building? 
 

Will you campaign for the re-opening of the 
Uckfield – Lewes railway (this will provide an 
alternative link to London and allow for more 
people to travel into Brighton by train)? 

Will you campaign for a change in railway 

maintenance schedules so that Brighton & Hove 

has a 7-day railway service? (As a major tourist 

destination the city has many thousands of people 

visiting at the weekends and bank holidays, yet 

often at these times trains don't run due to track 

closures) 

Purna Sen Labour Skipped 
 
Under the last Labour government we saw a major 
advance in promoting public transport, especially in 
our own area with substantial year on year increases 
in bus use. Labour proposes to support public 
transport with the devolution of decisions on 
transport to local authorities working together to 
ensure integrated networks in urban and rural areas 
and making interchange between modes of 
transport possible. This will be through, for example, 
a single network with smart ticketing. Local 
authorities will also be given control of budgets for 
road investments and power to determine which 
bus services they want. Obviously the priority with 
roads must be repair and maintenance. As you will 
know Labour gave a major boost to cycling, for 
which Brighton especially benefitted. A future 
government will make cycling safer and more 
accessible through national standards to reduce 

Yes 
 
 

Yes 
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deaths and serious injury. Brighton has a long history 
of promoting cycling, with one of the oldest cycling 
clubs in the country (The Clarion) and one of the 
oldest cycle tracks in the country. I am only sorry 
that the track has not been better maintained. 

Chris Bowers Liberal Democrat Yes 
 
And it's yet another one of the 'five Green Laws' in 
the Lib Dem manifesto that makes up our 
environmental commitments. 

Yes 
 
I have been for years! There are issues about 
the route, as the existing trackbed wouldn't 
easily allow for a Brighton-London service as 
trains would have to turn round at Lewes, but 
the line should definitely be reopened in some 
configuration. 

Yes 
 
But Network Rail does have to close the track for 
maintenance and repairs, and weekends cause 
least disruption. If we had a second London-
Brighton line (like Uckfield-Lewes) it would make it 
easier to guarantee services when essential track 
works were needed. 

Caroline Lucas Green Yes 
 
The next Parliament should start by undoing some 
of the damage done during this one, not least by the 
Infrastructure Act. As a member of the All Party I 
was delighted to be part of the campaign to secure a 
Walking and Cycling Investment Strategy, this is 
vastly outweighed by the multi-billion pound roads 
budget. Transport accounts for 25% of UK carbon 
emissions and most of that is from roads, but there 
are many other reasons why building new roads 
should be at the bottom—not the top—of the UK’s 
infrastructure priorities. As the Government’s own 
figures and studies show, road building is bad value 
for public money, and it does not even cut 
congestion. More tarmac means more cars. Then 
there’s air pollution. The Environmental Audit 
Committee, of which I was a member, found that air 
pollution from heavy traffic could be killing almost as 
many people as does smoking in the UK. Our inquiry 
heard that road traffic is the largest source of air 
pollution in most parts of the country. To tackle the 
public health crisis of air pollution, the next 
Parliament must redirect spending away from new 
roads, and into public transport, walking and cycling. 
That’s good for public health from a physical activity 
point of view too. The situation is not so different 
with airport expansion. New runways should be off 

Yes 
 
I fully agree that we need more capacity, with 
a second line from Brighton to London so 
commuters do not get stuck in Brighton, as 
they do on the many occasions when the main 
line is not operating. The Uckfield-Lewes 
railway would also allow more people to travel 
to Brighton for work and leisure, and help 
relieve overcrowding. That’s why I’ve been 
campaigning hard for this project in 
Westminster, working closely with the 
Brighton Main Line 2 campaign group. The 
eyewatering investment in HS2 and new roads 
shows us that vast amounts of money can be 
found when the political will is there to invest 
in transport infrastructure. This public money 
could be better spend on projects such as the 
Lewes Uckfield link that are less 
environmentally damaging and will benefit 
large numbers people in Brighton and beyond. 
More broadly, we need an integrated, publicly 
owned and run railway that does not waste 
money on profit but instead reinvests revenue 
in better services and is accountable to the 
travelling public profit rather than -hungry 
shareholders. The bill I put forward in the last 
parliament, with huge local support, shows 

Yes 
 
I agree that the disruption that rail passengers 
face at weekends can be incredibly severe and 
that a change in railway maintenance schedules 
has a lot of potential. Tourism is essential for 
Brighton’s economy and small businesses in 
particular. A 7 day railways would have far 
reaching benefits and with the right political will is 
perfectly achievable. I’ve also been backing the 
Argus’ campaign to ensure passengers are paid 
proper compensation for the delays they 
experience whilst travelling on our railways, and 
was pleased to get a positive response from the 
Prime Minister when I raised this at PMQs. I’ve 
since followed up on this to press for action. 
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the list of options for any Government that means 
what it says about the threat of climate change to 
the UK’s economic prosperity, security, environment 
and wellbeing. Instead, it should be a priority for 
next Parliament to legislate and press for policies 
that make climate-friendly, health-friendly 
alternatives the cheaper, easier and more attractive 
options. 

how this can be done, so the benefits of public 
railways can be secured for all. 

Nick Yeomans Independent Yes 
 
I will campaign for £15 billion QE funding for One 
North, to connect Newcastle, Sheffield, Leeds, 
Manchester and Liverpool by rail. This would ease 
congestion in London and the South East 
 

Yes 
 
I am all in favour of re-opening railway lines. I 
propose a not for profit consortium to reopen 
the line. Money would quickly be recouped by 
the increase in passenger traffic 

Yes 
 
As a user of the trains, I find Sundays to be the 
most disruptive, and the bus replacement services 
are slower and more polluting. 

Howard Pilott Socialist Party of 
Great Britain 

Yes Yes Yes 

Name Party Will you lobby for reform of the planning system by 
giving local planning authorities greater powers to 
ensure that new housing is focussed primarily on 
brownfield sites and that when greenfield land is 
released developers cannot just build whatever they 
want? (The current planning system does not allow 
for proper strategic planning and has resulted in too 
many sprawling low density out of town 
developments) 

Would you reverse the cuts to National Park 

funding, which is jeopardising their future, 

recognising the tremendous value of National 

Parks? (National Park expenditure in England 

equates to less than £1 per year per head of 

population) 

Do you support the equalisation of VAT rates for 
new build and renovation? (Currently, new build is 
zero rated for VAT, while renovation has VAT 
charged at 20%. This is encouraging developers to 
create more waste by demolishing old buildings 
rather than renovating them as well as being 
unfair for people making their homes more energy 
efficient.) 

Purna Sen Labour Yes 
 
Providing housing must be a priority, so to ensuring 
that we address the problem of homelessness. Of 
course brownfield sites must be the first place that 
new developments should be located. We need to 
distinguish sufficiently between local planning 
permission and strategic planning, with long term 
and regional oversight. 

Yes 
 
You will of course be aware that the SDNP is 
one of the great legacies of the Labour 
Government and I would not want to see its 
future undermined 

Yes 
 
  

Chris Bowers Liberal Democrat Yes Don’t Know 
 
I'm reluctant to make promises on specific 
funding, as there are always choices as to 
what we fund and what we don't, but in 
principle: yes. 

Yes 
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Caroline Lucas Green Yes 
 
The Government’s reforms to the planning system 
and to housing policy have undermined progress in 
two crucial areas: ensuring enough truly affordable, 
highly efficiency housing is built, and protecting 
precious green spaces. The National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF) – dubbed the Developers Charter 
– means that local authorities are often stuck 
between a rock and a hard place, especially trying to 
maintaining the careful balance between 
development to meet local need and protecting 
precious green spaces. I objected to the NPPF when 
it was first published and warned that, even when 
some improvements were secured, it posed a 
serious threat to our countryside. There is an urgent 
need to build more housing, which I highlighted as 
part of my recent Housing Charter, but the main 
obstacle isn't the planning system, it's the lack of 
money - thanks in no small part to the Government's 
huge cuts to the affordable housing budget. 
Brighton and Hove and Sussex more generally are 
under considerable pressure from development. It’s 
more important than ever that planning policy 
ensures building is prioritised on Brownfield sites 
before Greenfield sites, gives local people more of a 
say, and includes a duty to ensure that new 
developments minimise road traffic, rather than 
giving the green light to countless inappropriate 
schemes in cherished landscapes. 

Yes 
 
The South Downs National Park, like others 
across the UK, are valuable assets which are 
enjoyed by millions of visitors each year from 
all corners of the globe, as well as local 
people. Their economic as well as 
environmental value is huge – through 
tourism, job creation and as havens for wild 
flora and fauna, have breath-taking scenery. 
Additionally, our national parks contain 
thousands of years of historical heritage and 
represent opportunities for education, 
exercise, cultural enrichment, physical and 
mental peace and spiritual activity. Businesses 
in national parks make a significant 
contribution to the local and national 
economy and break new ground with 
environmentally sustainable business practices 
and technologies. The cuts to National Park 
funding are yet another symptom of the short-
term harmful agenda of austerity and cuts. 
The rejection of austerity-at-any-cost offers an 
opportunity for wise investment in our 
national parks and natural environment more 
widely, to recognise and build on the hard 
work that thousands of people undertake to 
make our national parks a success, including 
farmers, business people, local residents, 
national park authorities, tourists and 
environmentalists. 

Yes 
 
A cut in VAT rates for housing renovation and 
repair would help get empty homes back into use 
and help small local businesses thrive. I’ve make 
the case for this in Parliament many times, 
including in the debate after the first post-election 
Budget almost five years ago, when I argued that 
any Government who were serious about energy 
efficiency would have used their first Budget to 
reduce VAT on building repairs and on 
improvement work to existing buildings 
immediately, because that measure would have 
made it much easier for home owners to make 
energy-efficient repairs and improvements to their 
properties. 

Nick Yeomans Independent Yes 
 
I would prioritise converting empty buildings and 
building on brownfield sites to protect Green Belt 

Don’t Know 
 
This is clearly something I would reverse, but 
cannot pledge to do so, as I am campaigning 
for a programme that combines deficit 
reduction, extra spending on health and 
defence, and tax cuts for low paid and small 
businesses 

Yes 
 
I am committed to cutting VAT on renovating 
empty buildings to 10% as part of my housing 
programme to increase supply while protecting 
the Green Belt. 

Howard Pilott Socialist Party of 
Great Britain 

No No 
 

No 
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i subscribe to all decisions being taken by the local 
community 

we believe in abolishing money so it doesn't 
really apply 

we'd abolish all money and hence all taxes 

Name Party Will you recognise that public power and decision 
making should not be handed over to undemocratic 
and unrepresentative private business interests, and 
therefore seek the abolishment of Local Enterprise 
Partnerships? 

What is the most significant change you would like to see in Brighton & Hove to create a truly 
sustainable city and how would you help achieve this? 

Purna Sen Labour Skipped 
 
I am not convinced that the current system of LEPs 
is the best way to organise the necessary 
relationships between elected local authorities and 
the business community. I would certainly look 
carefully at alternative proposals for such decision 
making. 

The air that we breathe is not clean and seems to be getting worse. I am very concerned about the 
failure of the council to tackle important issues of traffic congestion and therefore air quality. The 
failure even to consider traffic management measures such as park and ride as part of a solution, 
does nothing to ease this problem, The council’s schemes have simply moved traffic from one part 
of the city to another. We have one of the worst rankings for traffic congestion in the country and 
current DEFRA announcements warn of dangerously high level of air pollution in our area. I am 
concerned that the ill-considered Valley Gardens scheme can only make this situation worse. 

Chris Bowers Liberal Democrat Don’t Know 
 
I agree that decision-making should not be handed 
over to undemocratic and unrepresentative business 
interests, but I'm not sure I'd seek to abolish LEPs. 
Some have done some very good regeneration work. 
The problem is a democratic one, not the existence 
of LEPs. 

Resolving the rubbish crisis. It's clear there's a tremendous willingness to separate rubbish, so the 
amount going to landfill/incineration ought to be dwindling rapidly. And I'd also like to get a proper 
cycle route network - it's great to see so many cycle ways, but some of them don't link up, or only 
last for a few dozen metres before fizzling out, so it would be great to get a network that allows 
most cyclists to get to most places with minimum road-sharing with motorised vehicles. 

Caroline Lucas Green Yes 
 
Whilst it’s important that the views of local 
businesses are taken fully into account, decision 
making at local and national level can and should be 
significantly more democratic to ensure the public 
interest isn’t side-lined. The Coast to Capital Local 
Economic Partnership has played a central role in 
many welcome projects, for example investment in 
world-class broadband and the recent 
announcement of funding for public bike hire 
scheme for our city. Nevertheless, decision making 
should be more democratic and more attention 
should be paid to the urgent need for 
environmentally and socially sustainable 
development – not just on promoting growth at all 
costs. So I’d be very keen to look at alternatives that 

I’d like to see a Green New Deal, building on the brilliant work already being done by schools, 
community groups, businesses and others, to transform our city into a beacon of sustainability that 
would create jobs, protect our green spaces and move towards self-sufficiency in clean locally-
generated and owned renewable energy. The government has squandered billions bailing out the 
banks, through what’s known as ‘quantitative easing’. Now we need to take that idea and use that 
money to invest in the real economy instead. That would include turning as many buildings as 
possible into mini-power stations, through the installation of solar panels and other small scale 
renewable energy technologies. It would include the building of hundreds of new, truly affordable, 
sustainably sited, super energy efficient new homes – including council and social housing – to tackle 
our city’s housing crisis. And it could include investment in railway links, public transport, and new 
urban networks for cycling and walking across our city. 



 

Candidates in Brighton Pavilion who have not yet responded: 

 Nigel Carter – UKIP 

 Clarence Mitchell - Conservatives 
 

improve public power and decision making. Local 
authorities have a key role in maintaining 
accountability to local people and more needs to be 
done to protect and enhance that crucial function 
too. 

Nick Yeomans Independent Yes Affordable homes, protecting Green Belt. £12 billion QE funding for social housing UK wide. Brighton 
needs some of this funding. Cut VAT on building repairs to 10%, to convert empty buildings into 
homes while protecting the environment. 

Howard Pilott Socialist Party of 
Great Britain 

Yes the abolition of capitalism and the creation of a truly democratic society 

 

 


